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THE WEST COAST REGION has products of a tropical character. Oi
these, cocoa was formerly more Important than It now Is, In 192C
and 1921 about 12 per cent of the world's production was exported
from Ecuador to the United States and to European markets.
Since then "witch-broom" disease has attacked the plantations,
and the exports of 1935-8 were less than 3 per cent of the world's
production, Vegetable ivory, derived from Phytelephas macrocarpa,
a species of palm also grown in Peru and Colombia and used in the
manufacture of buttons and various kinds of electrical apparatus,
forms an important export of this region. Among other crops coffee
is exported, but not to a great extent, and some cotton and tropical
fruits are grown.
Ecuador is the chief producer of "Panama" hats. The toquilla
straw, from which they are made, is obtained from the shrub
Carludovica. palmata, which grows wild in the hot and humid regions
of the Pacific coast up to a height of about 5,000 feet. The weaving
of the hats is a domestic industry carried on in various parts of
this region, but mainly in the south-west.
THE CORDILLERAS. On the higher slopes of the Andes and in
the inter-montane regions, cereals are grown for home consumption.
Cattle and sheep are raised, and hides are exported. Hand-weaving
is of some importance as a domestic Industry throughout the region,
and there are textile factories at Quito and elsewhere.
THE ORIENTE produces rubber u,ncl various kinds of hardwood,
but the development of the region progresses very slowly, owing
to the undeveloped state of communications.
Ecuador seems to contain considerable mineral resources, but
so far mining operations have not met with much success. Im-
portant deposits of petroleum have, however, been discovered in
the Santa Elena peninsula in the province of Guayas, and there
is now a small output.                                                              "i <
The railway from Guayaquil, the port of Ecuador, to Quito, Its
capital, is the most important in the country. It has made it
possible to send cereals from the inter-Andine regions to the coast
lands, and there has been a considerable increase in the cultivation
of grain in the region served by it. At the same time It has rendered
possible the' distribution of Imports at a much lower rate than
formerly. Mineral oil, gold, cocoa, and coffee are the principal
exports; and cotton goods, chemicals, metals, and foodstuffs the